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Revised Year-End Calendar for the  
2018-2019 School Year 
A revised school calendar has been issued for the remainder of this school year. 
Two unused emergency closing days have been returned in June. The last day 
of school will be Friday, 21 June 2019, with the last two days being early 
dismissals. CDW’s Graduation will be held on Friday, 14 June 2019, and TBD’s 
Crossing Over Ceremony will be held on Friday, 21 June 2019. 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Traffic Reminders from OTPD 
In partnership with the Old Tappan Police Department, please 
take a moment to review these gentle reminders that will keep 
everyone safe at arrival and dismissal:  

1. Only discharge children curbside, never into traffic.  

2. Obey the crossing guards’ signals. They are there to protect 
children, and it is important for adults to be patient and let 
them do their jobs.  

3. Obey all signs on school grounds and roads. 

4. Move forward as far as possible in front of the schools when 
dropping off or picking up children. Be considerate of those 
waiting in line. 

5. Be patient and wait in line. Do not pass the stopped traffic, 
especially on two-way streets. Herrick Drive is a two-way 
street. Vehicles exit the TBD parking lot and head back onto 
Herrick Drive.  

6. Use alternate discharge and pick-up locations, such as Deberg 
Drive or Charles Place.  

7. Always be courteous and avoid blocking our neighbors’ 
driveways.  

8. If possible, carpool.  

Thank you for cooperating with us to keep our children safe!  

Art Appreciation Program K-8 
This year, we have reignited our Art Appreciation Program. 
Facilitated by CDW’s art teacher, Ms. Watters, along with 
interested parent volunteers, who serve as art docents, children in 
all classes have the opportunity to learn about famous 
masterpieces. During the first round of classroom visits, the art 
docents shared Georges Seurat’s The Island of Grande Jatte and 
The Circus with the children. Through their sharing, the children 
learned a bit about the artist, about the masterpieces, and about 
the technique of pointillism. Additional sessions are being 
planned. If you have interest in serving as an art docent in the Art 
Appreciation Program, please send an email to Ms. Watters at 
watterst@nvnet.org. 
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Speaker 
Series for 
Youth and 
Families

The CDW students and their 
families have been learning 
from those outside of the 
school about choices, 
sacrifices, and potential. The 
Bergen County Cyber 
Crimes Unit visited, a 
Holocaust survivor shared 
his awe-inspiring story, and 
Ron L. James narrated his 
climb to better choices. 

mailto:watterst@nvnet.org
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Environmental Commission 
& TBD Celebrate Arbor Day 
Every year, the Borough’s Environmental Commission 
celebrates Arbor Day with our youngest students. 
Representatives from the Commission, led by Dr. Melanie Rie, 
will meet with the TBD students to share information about 
trees and their benefits to the environment. They share that 
trees are an important part of our ecosystem and critical to life 
on Earth. Following the presentation, each TBD student is given 
a tree sapling to bring home to plant. We thank the 
Environmental Commission for its generosity and for taking the 
time to educate us!  

School Budget for 2019-2020 
The 2019-2020 School Year Budget Hearing will be held at the 
Board of Education Meeting of 29 April 2019, at 8:00 PM, in the 
Board Conference Room. Budget highlights that will allow our 
schools’ operations to be maintained and programs to grow will 
be shared. 

District-Based Planning Team 
The foundation of collaboration is the willingness to 
acknowledge multiple voices within an organization and the 
willingness to share ideas. The Superintendent’s District-Based 
Planning Team serves as a conduit for our schools’ development 
and growth.  

If you are interested in being part of this ongoing conversation, 
please join us at the upcoming Superintendent’s District-Based 
Planning Team meeting in the Board of Education Office: 

30 April 2019 - 1:00 PM  
1 May 2019 - 7:00 PM  

(Participate at the time more convenient for you.) 

School communities are made stronger with the active 
involvement of its stakeholders. Together, we continue to grow. 
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Do you know the 
role of your School 
Board Members? 

1. They are the best trained officials in 
the State of New Jersey.  

2. They have to go through a criminal 
background check before taking 
office.  

3. They have to adhere to a code of 
ethics.  

4. They are legally required to go into 
executive session when they 
discuss certain matters.  

5. They cannot tell you the real reason 
that an employee was non-renewed 
or a student was suspended.  

6. They are not the people to talk to if  
you have a problem with your  
child’s teacher.  

7. At school board meetings, the  
public comment period is for the 
members of the public to comment, 
not engage in a discussion with 
board members.  

8. They do not get keys to the schools. 

9. They do not get salaries or benefits.  

10.They only oversee one employee: 
the superintendent. 

11.One or two members cannot enact 
new policies. 

12.They do not decide when school is 
closed for a snow day. 

13.They take great pride in having a 
lasting impact on the education of 
children in the community.

This list is an excerpt from “13 Things School Board Members Wish People Knew About Them,” featured in School Leader (2018), which is 
posted on our website.
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